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The relationship between international trade and economic development has been 
in-depth researched, but mainly are empirical analyses of time series data of the entire 
country. This paper will apply panel data methods to study the relationship between 
international trade and regional economic development. 
The paper first reviews the theory about relationship between foreign trade and 
economic development. The paper uses the multiply theory of Cairns and points of 
inner technology of New Classic Theory to separate the different influence channels, 
and then analyze the reasons of supply and the demand of international trade which 
influences the development of region economy. In the short-term, international trade 
promotes economic development through expanding domestic demand. In the 
long-term, the import and export through the promotion of long-term technological 
advances promote economic growth. The paper establishes the empirical models 
about the relationship between international trade and regional economic growth, 
based on the new classical theory of economic growth. And then based on China's 
eastern, central and western provincial data, the paper uses panel data unit root test, 
cointegration test and error correction model to analysis the short-term and long-term 
relationship. The paper will independently study the relationship between import, 
export trade and economic growth. 
 The results show that the respective relationships between the eastern, central 
and western foreign trade and economic growth have obvious differences. In the 
eastern region, relationship between import, export trade and economic growth is not 
only a significant and long-term equilibrium one, but also a short-term causal one. In 
the central region, import, export trade and economic growth have one-way causal 
relationship, that is, export trade guides long-term economic growth, but no 
significant short-term causal relationship. In the western region, foreign trade and 
economic growth do not have long-term causal relationship. And the contributions of 
the development of foreign trade to economic growth have regional differences, and 
of the flexibility of foreign trade growth to economic growth in the eastern region are 
higher than those in the central and western regions. The flexibility of export growth 
to economics growth is higher than import. 
This paper demonstrates the following main innovations. First, the paper studies 
the relationships among export，import and the eastern, central and western economic 
growth in the short and long-term applying panel data cointegration analysis, unit root 
test and error correction model. Second, the paper systematically compares the 
relations between the development of foreign trade and the economics growth of the 
eastern, central and western regions. The conclusion of the study shows that there are 
significant differences between the foreign trade development and regional economic 
growth. 
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2007 年，中国全年国内生产总值 246619 亿元，比上年增长 11.4%；全年货
物进出口总额 21738 亿美元，比上年增长 23.5%；连续五年对外贸易增速在 20%
以上，如此高的增长速度，在世界贸易发展史上前所未有。中国对外贸易在全球
的排名由 2001 年的第 6 名上升到 2006 年的第 3 名，中国成为仅次于美国和德国
的全球第三大贸易国。中国占世界贸易总额的比重，也由 5 年前的 3.9%增加到
现在的 7.5%以上。2007 年中国外贸进出口总额已达到创纪录的 21738 亿美元，
而加入世界贸易组织的 2001 年我国外贸进出口总额只有 5096 亿美元，比 2001
年净增 1.2 万多亿美元，外贸规模 5 年来扩大三倍多。 
在经济与贸易迅速增长的同时，经济增长表现出的结构性失调也引起了学界
和社会舆论的广泛关注。2005 年，前五位省市 GDP 之和占全国 GDP 总量的
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